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Summary. During the period of rapid industrialization, there was a need to create a 
new approaches to treat hand injuries due to rapid development of metallurgical, mining 
and engineer industry, which were accompanied by a high level of injuries with a signifi-
cant amount of disability in the second half of 20th century, in Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk 
and Kharkiv regions. New stage in the development of hand surgery and microsurgery in 
Ukraine began in the 80’s: the Department of Microsurgery and Reconstructive Surgery 
of the Upper Extremity under the direction of I. Antoniuk was opened on the basis of 
the SI “Institute of Traumatology and Orthopedics of NAMS of Ukraine” in Kyiv in 1982. 
Development of hand surgery in the western regions of Ukraine began in the 90’s. In 
Lviv, on the initiative of O. Toropovskyi, on the basis of the City Hospital No 8, a Center 
of Microsurgery and Surgery of the Hand was created. In Zakarpattia (Uzhhorod) since 
1997, on the initiative of V. Haiovich and A. Pogoriliak, microsurgery and hand surgery 
service was established, which is now under the care of the Combustiology Department. 
In Volyn (Lutsk), hand surgery service is transmitted to the initiative group, also working 
at the City Combustiology Center. In Ivano-Frankivsk, Chernivtsi, Ternopil and Rivne, 
initiative groups in the field of hand surgery service have been formed in the structure of 
orthopedics and traumatology departments. 2005 was marked by the opening of another 
center for surgery of the hand in Luhansk on the initiative of V. Ivchenko and under the 
guidance of V. Golovchenko, whose surgeons owned microsurgical equipment and pro-
vided highly skilled assistance to the population of this region. Ukrainian Hand Surgery 
Society (UHSS) was created in 2012, and led by Professor S. Strafun, as a result of col-
laboration of all hand surgery centers. In 2014, UHSS was accepted into the Federation of 
European Societies for the Surgery of the Hand (FESSH).
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During the period of rapid industrialization, there was 
a need to create a new approaches to treat hand inju-
ries due to rapid development of metallurgical, mining 
and engineer industry, which were accompanied by a 
high level of injuries with a significant amount of dis-
ability in the second half of 20th century, in Donetsk, 
Dnipropetrovsk and Kharkiv regions.

Department of Maxillofacial Surgery in Donetsk was 
re-profiled in a 40-bed traumatological department to 
assist patients with hand diseases and injuries and their 
consequences under the direction of R. Lyba in 1970. 
Under the direction of M. Andruson, the Department of 
Skin and Plastic Surgery on the basis of the SI “Sytenko 
Institute of Spine and Joint Pathology of NAMS of 
Ukraine” was established in the beginning of 1972 in 
Kharkiv, and in 1974, on the basis of the Dnipropetrovsk 
City Hospital No 2, 20 beds were allocated for patients 
with hand injury on the initiative of Yu. Kolontai.

New stage in the development of hand surgery and mi-
crosurgery in Ukraine began in the 80’s: the Department 

of Microsurgery and Reconstructive Surgery of Upper 
Extremity under the direction of I. Antoniuk was opened 
on the basis of the SI “Institute of Traumatology and 
Orthopedics of NAMS of Ukraine” in Kyiv in 1982.

Interregional departments of surgery of the hand were 
opened same year, in Dnipropetrovsk under the direc-
tion of A. Hulai and Yu. Kolontai on the basis of the City 
Hospital No 2; in 1985, in Kharkov under the direction of 
O. Chuchelin on the basis of the City Hospital No 3; and in 
1987, in Donetsk under the direction of O. Borzykh on the 
basis of the Regional Traumatological Hospital.

During the 80-90’s, hand surgeons from all regions 
of Ukraine took care of the following issues: surgery 
and rehabilitation of finger flexor and extensor ten-
dons; upper extremity peripheral nerves and brachial 
plexus surgery; treatment and prevention of hand isch-
emic contracture; creation of the system of reconstruc-
tive surgical treatment in case of neglected brachial 
plexus and peripheral nerves injuries; development of 
a system of reconstructive surgical treatment in case 

Yu. Kolontai I. Antoniuk

First surgeons of the Department of Microsurgery and Reconstructive Surgery of the Upper Extremity. 
Left to right: V. Leskov, O. Movchan, A. Liabakh, S. Strafun, V. Haiovich, I. Kurinnyi

O. Borzykh
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of polystructural upper extremity trauma, including 
gunshot wounds; surgical treatment of Dupuytren`s 
contracture; treatment of tendinopathy; reconstructive 
interventions for upper extremity fractures and their 
consequences; treatment of congenital pathology of 
the hand; development of external fixation devices for 
hand fractures treatment; replantation of the upper ex-
tremity segments.

In October 1985, on the initiative of the Dnipro-
petrovsk Center for Surgery of the Hand, monothemati-
cal conference “Treatment of Hand Injuries and Their 
Consequences” was held for the first time in Ukraine. In 

1992, first Ukrainian (with international participation) 
scientific and practical conference on surgery of the 
hand “Hand Injury: Primary Care and Rehabilitation of 
Patients” was held, and was attended by 137 delegates 
from Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus.

The Republican Center for Surgery of the Hand was es-
tablished on the basis of the Department of Microsurgery 
and Reconstructive Surgery of the Upper Extremity of the 
SI “Institute of Traumatology and Orthopedics of NAMS 
of Ukraine” in 1988. Employes of this center shared their 
experience with surgeons from other institutions. Thus, 
on the basis of trauma department of the City Hospital 
No 3, the Kyiv City Center for Surgery of the Hand was 
opened, and the cooperation with other hand surgery 
departments was established with the assistance of the 
republican center’s specialists.

Development of hand surgery in the western regions 
of Ukraine began in the 90’s. In Lviv, on the initiative 
of O. Toropovskyi, on the basis of the City Hospital No 
8, the Center of Microsurgery and Surgery of the Hand 
was created.

Newspaper Headline: Magicians from Eighth Hospital. 
About microsurgical limb replantation in Lviv

O. Toropovskyi and his patient after 
a successful hand replantation

October 1985, first Ukrainian monothematical conference “Treatment of Hand Injuries and their Consequences”
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In Zakarpattia (Uzhhorod), since 1997, on the initiative 
of V. Haiovich and A. Pogoriliak, microsurgery and hand 
surgery service was established, which is now under the 
care of the Combustiology Department. In Volyn (Lutsk), 
hand surgery service is transmitted to the initiative group, 
also working at the City Combustiology Center. In Ivano-
Frankivsk, Chernivtsi, Ternopil and Rivne, initiative groups 
in the field of hand surgery service have been formed in 
the structure of orthopedic and trauma departments.

In the 2nd millennium, specialists from the Department 
of Microsurgery and Reconstructive Surgery of the Upper 
Extremity (Kyiv) regularly went to the regional and district 
centers in order to teach and demonstrate surgical inter-
ventions, and invite orthopedic and trauma surgeons to 

study surgery of the hand. The program of monthly train-
ing on tendon surgery and some aspects of surgery of the 
hand was implemented at that time. Dozens of orthopedic 
and trauma surgeons got specialization in hand surgery ac-
cording to that program.

2005 was marked by the opening of another center 
for surgery of the hand in Luhansk on the initiative of 
V. Ivchenko and under the guidance of V. Holovchenko, 
whose surgeons owned microsurgical equipment and 
provided highly skilled assistance to the population of 
this region.

“Ukrainian Hand Surgery Society” (UHSS) was creat-
ed in 2012, and led by prof. S. Strafun, as a result of col-
laboration of all hand surgery centers; in 2014, UHSS 

V. Ivchenko V. Gayovich S. Strafun

Left to right: O. Borzykh, I. Kurinnyi, H. Millesi, S.Strafun, R. Schmidhammer, V. Leskov
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was accepted into the Federation of European Societies 
for the Surgery of the Hand (FESSH).

Until 2014, Donetsk and Luhansk had full-profile 
microsurgery and hand surgery centers, which provid-
ed emergency round-the-clock assistance to all people 
of this and other regions of Ukraine with injuries and 
diseases of the hand, polystructural extremity trauma, 
and tissue defects.

Since the beginning of the military conflict at the east 
of Ukraine, hand surgery department in Luhansk has been 
destroyed and ransacked, and does not function. The de-
partment in Donetsk has lost its high level of qualification, 
since all leading specialists have moved from occupied ter-
ritories and work in various centers of Ukraine. 

At present, our experts are regular participants in the 
annual FESSH Congress, and young specialists participate 
in the FESSH Academy. Due to close scientific and prac-
tical communication with European colleagues, leading 
specialists in microsurgery and reconstructive surgery of 
the upper extremity are always in the trend of the world’s 
events in the surgery of the hand field.

Several training sessions on tendon surgery and micro-
surgery have been conducted in Ukraine, with the partici-
pation of internationally renowned experts, such as Hanno 

Millesi. A regular hands-on practice seminar “Hand surgery 
course” was started in 2018; since then, a hundred special-
ists were able to improve their skills in tendon suture, bone 
osteosynthesis, and use of regenerative technologies in the 
field of surgery of the hand.

In 2017, I. Kurinnyi was elected as the president of 
Ukrainian Hand Surgery Society.

Ukrainian hand surgery society uses different methods 
in order to teach trauma and orthopedic surgeons the sur-
gery of the hand, such as: training courses and seminars, 
webinars, lectures, presentations in various scientific and 
scientific-practical forums, publications in professional 
and popular science magazines, publications of method-
ological materials and monographs.

We see further perspective in the development 
and implementation of modern technologies in hand 
surgery, closer integration with FESSH and directly 
with the European hand surgery societies. It is impor-
tant to conduct a variety of training programs with 
the support of FESSH, both in Ukraine and in other 
European countries.
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Розвиток хірургії кисті в Україні
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1 ДУ “Інститут травматології та ортопедії НАМН України”, м. Київ
2  Національний військово-медичний клінічний центр “ГВКГ” МО України, м. Київ
3КНП “МЛЕ та ШМД” ЗМР, м. Запоріжжя
4КНП “МКЛ № 16” ДМР, м. Дніпро
Резюме. У другій половині XX століття, в період бурхливої індустріалізації, через 

швидкий розвиток металургійної, гірничої та інженерної промисловості, який 
супроводжувався високим рівнем травм зі значним рівнем інвалідності, в Донецькій, 
Дніпропетровській та Харківській областях виникла потреба у створенні нових 
підходів до лікування ушкоджень верхньої кінцівки. Новий етап розвитку хірургії 
кисті та мікрохірургії в Україні розпочався у 1980-х роках: у Києві у 1982 р. на 
базі ДУ “Інститут травматології та ортопедії НАМН України” під керівництвом 
І.Г. Антонюка було створено відділення “Мікрохірургії та реконструктивної хірургії 
верхньої кінцівки”. Розвиток хірургії кисті у західних областях України розпочався 
у 1990-х роках. У Львові за ініціативи О.М. Тороповського на базі 8-ї міської лікарні 
було створено центр “Мікрохірургії та хірургії кисті”. На Закарпатті (Ужгород) 
із 1997 року за ініціативи В.І. Гайовича та А.Й. Погоріляка створено службу 
мікрохірургії та хірургії кисті, яка зараз перебуває під опікою комбустіологічного 
відділення. На Волині (Луцьк) хірургією кисті займається ініціативна група, яка 
також працює в міському центрі комбустіології. В Івано-Франківську, Чернівцях, 
Тернополі та Рівному – в структурі ортопедичних та травматологічних відділень 
сформовані ініціативні групи у сфері обслуговування хірургії верхньої кінцівки. 
2005 рік відзначився відкриттям Луганського центру хірургії кисті за ініціативи 
В.К. Івченка та під керівництвом В.В. Головченко, хірурги якого мали мікрохірургічне 
обладнання та надавали висококваліфіковану допомогу населенню цього регіону. 
“Українська асоціація хірургії кисті” була створена у 2012 році в результаті 
співпраці всіх центрів хірургії кисті України, її першим президентом став 
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проф. С.С. Страфун, а в 2014 році асоціація стала повноправним членом Федерації 
Європейських товариств хірургії кисті (FESSH).

Ключові слова: хірургія кисті; історія хірургії кисті; хірургія кисті в Україні.

Развитие хирургии кисти в Украине

Страфун С.С.1, Борзых А.В.2, Куринный И.Н.1, Ивченко Д.В.3, 
Билый С.И.4, Тимошенко С.В.1, Лесков В.Г.1, Яровая М.Л.1, Лысак А.С.1

1 ГУ “Институт травматологии и ортопедии НАМН Украины”, г. Киев
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3КНП “ГБЭ и СМП” ЗГС, г. Запорожье
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Резюме. Во второй половине XX века, в период бурной индустриализации, в ре-

зультате быстрого развития металлургической, горной и инженерной промышлен-
ности, которое сопровождалось высоким уровнем травм со значительным уровнем 
инвалидности, в Донецкой, Днепропетровской и Харьковской областях возникла по-
требность в создании новых подходов к лечению повреждений верхней конечности. 
Новый этап развития хирургии кисти и микрохирургии в Украине начался в 1980-х 
годах: в Киеве в 1982 году на базе ГУ “Институт травматологии и ортопедии НАМН 
Украины” под руководством И.Г. Антонюка было создано отделение “Микрохирургии 
и реконструктивной хирургии верхней конечности”. Развитие хирургии кисти в 
западных областях Украины началось в 1990-х годах. Во Львове по инициативе 
А.Н. Тороповского на базе 8-й городской больницы был создан центр “Микрохирургии и 
хирургии кисти”. На Закарпатье (Ужгород) с 1997 года по инициативе В.И. Гайовича 
и А.Й. Погориляка создана служба микрохирургии и хирургии кисти, которая сейчас 
находится под опекой комбустиологического отделения. На Волыни (Луцк) хирур-
гией кисти занимается инициативная группа, которая также работает в город-
ском центре комбустиологии. В Ивано-Франковске, Черновцах, Тернополе и Ровно 
– в структуре ортопедических и травматологических отделений сформированы 
инициативные группы в сфере обслуживания хирургии верхней конечности. 2005 
год был отмечен открытием Луганского центра хирургии кисти по инициативе 
В.К. Ивченко и под руководством В.В. Головченко, хирурги которого владели микро-
хирургическим оборудованием и оказывали высококвалифицированную помощь насе-
лению этого региона. “У краинская ассоциация хирургии кисти” была создана в 2012 
году в результате сотрудничества всех центров хирургии кисти Украины, ее первым 
президентом стал проф. С.С. Страфун, а в 2014 году ассоциация стала полноправ-
ным членом Федерации Европейских обществ хирургии кисти (FESSH).

Ключевые слова: хирургия кисти; история хирургии кисти; хирургия кисти в 
Украине.
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